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�MATTERS OF THE HEART�Welcome HOME�Luke 15:11-32�


 


The parable of the prodigal son is story of a disobedient and irresponsible son who wasted his money on a life of pleasure and later returned home to his father.


 


THERE IS PLEASURE IN SIN—FOR A SEASON


1. For many of us our happiness depends upon our circumstances.


2. Getting what we want in life does not guarantee our happiness, �because human desires cannot bring lasting satisfaction. 


3. Sometimes the worst thing that can happen to us is that we receive �exactly what we ask for.


LOVE CAN GO WHERE PLEASURE ABANDONS YOU


1. A person’s heart is often changed by acts of love. 


2. When we turn away from God, sin overtakes us.�When we turn back to God, God runs to us.


3. When we have lost our way, God’s love, mercy and forgiveness �can restore us if we will allow it. 


GOD’S PRESENCE IS FAR GREATER THAN LIFE’S PLEASURES


1. You can trust God with your sins, no matter how painful they are.


2. The grace of God enables us to face our sin. True freedom is found in our Father’s grace.


3. We all want to go where we are loved and accepted.





Life Groups — Homework & Discussion 


My LIFE — Getting to know one another.


LIFE IN THE WORD — Exploring God’s Word together. 


LIFE aT Home — Applying God’s Word to our daily lives. 


 


My LIFE


1. Share a story from a time when you learned from a mistake.


 


 


 


 


2. Have you ever given something and watched as it was wasted by someone with an ungrateful attitude? How did you feel? What did you do when you saw the person again? What would you do differently today? 


 


 


 


 


LIFE IN THE WORD


1.   Read Luke 13:1-5. In this passage Jesus discusses one group of people who were brutally murdered and another group that was tragically killed in an accident. After reading this passage do you think that people who suffer such things are worse sinners or more guilty than other people around them? Explain.


 


 


 


 


 








6.   Read Luke 6:41-42. Here Jesus talks about a log, sawdust, and clear vision.  Where is your focus—on the log or the sawdust? Explain.


 


 


7.    Clearly, the older brother in the prodigal son story could only see sawdust. He not only despised his father’s son (he called him “this son of yours,” not brother), but he also despised his father’s kindness and generous spirit when his father blessed anyone but him. If God rejoices, if there is rejoicing in heaven (Luke 15:7), if    angels rejoice (Luke 15:10), if the servants in the house rejoice (Luke 15:24), why can’t we get happy with God too? Why do you think this side of God offends some people?


 


 


 


What can we do to celebrate changed attitudes and redeemed lives rather than camping outside, focusing on everyone’s      mistakes and shortcomings, while censoring God’s celebrations?


 


 


 


LIFE aT Home


This story is about relationships. God loves a good story, but He loves a good relationship even more. Hold the mirror of God’s Word to your heart. Take a long look. Do you see what God sees? Do you see any areas in your heart that need to change? God may be showing you that you can swallow your pride, turn around, and head back to a good relationship that you have forsaken. Or maybe God is asking you to look down that long road because He wants to send someone back to you. You can help them save face if you will go to them, forgive them, tell them you love them, and welcome them back. Or maybe God is calling you away from work. Have you put work ahead of relationships? Come out of the field. Let go of the past. Come into the house and celebrate with people who love you and desire to be in your    presence. God is asking you to embrace relationships, not religion.


 








 2.   In this same passage (Luke 13:1-5), Jesus says, “Unless you repent, you too will all perish.” What does it mean to  repent and why is it so important?


 


 


 


 


3.    In the story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), what do you see that indicates this man has repented? 


 


 


 


 


4.   What comparisons can you make between the way the father in this story treats his son when he changes his attitude and comes home and the way God treats us ?


 


 


 


 


5.   This parable is known as “The Prodigal Son”. But it could also be called “The Happy Father” or "The Compassionate Father". What can you learn about God, our Father, from the following verses in this chapter?


Luke 15:2





Luke 15:6-7


�Luke 15:9-10


�Luke15:22-24    


�Luke 15:32


 











