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The greatest need of a community is for Christians to demonstrate the love of God through ________________________ and ________________________________.


When we don’t make excuses but look around us, we will find people ready ____________________________ God’s Word.


People are looking for someone to give them security in an insecure world. Our responsibility is to ____________________ to Jesus Christ.

We can _________________________________ in the “flavor” of the world we live in, just as salt can change the flavor of food.


God will use us to counteract the moral decay in our community, just as salt ____________________________ food from decay.

Be a beacon of truth in your ____________________________, and let your light shine brightly for Christ. 

Ask God to send you to the right person with the right message at the _________________________________________.

Life Groups — Homework & Discussion
My LIFE — Getting to know one another.
LIFE IN THE WORD — Exploring God’s Word together. 
LIFE aT Home — Applying God’s Word to our daily lives. 
 
 

My LIFE
1.  Who has been your longest or best friend? Why has this friendship worked? 
 

 

 

 

 

2.    What was the community like where you grew up? What do you miss most about it? What do you miss least?
 

LIFE IN THE WORD

1.    Community comes from the idea of a “common unity.”  For example, a common unity of purpose and interests. In the New Testament the Greek word for community is koinonia. It means communion by intimate participation, or fellowship. We can have koinonia with God and with others. Read Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 4:32-35. Describe some of the community activities of the early church in these passages.
 

 

 

 

2.    What do you think it would have been like to be in the early church in the book of Acts? How do you think the early church compares to the church today? How has the church changed over the last two thousand years? 

 

 

 

 

 

3.     Mahatma Gandhi once said, “I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”  What do you think about Gandhi’s statement? Do you think people in our community share Gandhi’s point of view on Christ and Christians? Explain.

4.    We need each other and God expects us to be there for one another. God has created us to play a vital part in each other’s faith. He has a purpose for putting us together. Read 1 Corinthians12:12-27. How is the human body an appropriate image for the church?

 

 

5.    Why is it so important for each member of the body to do its part? How does one member affect the function or health of the whole body? 

 

 

 

6.    What are some ways that Life Groups could help make our church body stronger and our community better?

 

 

 

7.     Do you think people in our community would be interested in an informal and intimate setting where people are seen as equals, where they can talk about their lives, discuss matters of faith and celebrate God? What can we do to create such a setting and invite people from the community to join us?

 

 LIFE aT Home
On November 15,1991, The Gainesville Sun reported that Donald DeGreve, age 65, suffered a fatal heart attack in Winter Haven, Florida while playing golf at the city owned Willowbrook Golf Course with about 40 of his neighbors from Swiss Village Mobile Home Park. DeGreve was putting on the 16th green with three of his friends when he collapsed and died. 

The three men who had been playing with DeGreve called 911 to report his death. His body lay on the 16th green, covered with a sheet, for hours while course officials tried to contact his wife and funeral home personnel. 

Although DeGreve’s three golfing partners abandoned their game, the rest of the Swiss Village group continued to play. Golfers walked around the sheet-cloaked DeGreve on their way through the course.

"Life goes on," said one man, "so we had to keep going."

If you are like me you are probably saying to yourself that you would never walk past your sheet-covered neighbor on your way to finish your golf game. But as I think about this story I have to ask myself if I am guilty of doing the same thing that the Swiss Village group did on the golf course that day? 

Haven’t I walked past my spiritually dead neighbor covered with sin ignoring them on my way to church or to a church function? 

Living in the same neighborhood does not necessarily build community. Neither does going to the same church. Community is more than close proximity. Real community, real fellowship involves taking time to get to know people. Taking time to care for others. 

Community is far more important than a golf game or even a church service. Somewhere in our busy lives we have got to slow down. Stop! And show a little more concern and respect for the people around us. 

Dear Lord, help me to see people as you see them. Help me to hear their cries. To see their pain. To offer hope through Jesus Christ. Help me to be a good neighbor and a concerned member of my  community. Help me to build community in Living Word and in my Life Group. Amen.

 

 

